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Remembering The Land Is Bright 


As this special day of prayer and mourning for 
John F. Kennedy moves towards its close, the personal 
tragedy of his passing presses in upon us with particular 
poignance. The funeral ordeal is one the nation shares 
with his wife, his children, and his family — tearfully 
and in piercing intensity because of the way the Presi- 
dent died and because of the deep attractions of his 
personality as a man and as a leader. 

Like others, we have expressed differences of po- 
litical philosophy with President Kennedy and have 
questioned some of his administration’s activities. But 
we have always been able to support and admire the 
President in the major outlines of his purpose and — ■ 
in a word he so popularly exemplified — in the vigor 
of his attitudes. 

In our sadness with the terrible waste of his dying 
and in our concern for the safe transfer of his power 
and his special presidential knowledge, there is comfort 
in recollection of the courage, the vitality, and the warm 
resilience of his approach to American problems in war 
as a fighter and as a peace-seeker in the presidency. 
And, while our grief persists, there is hope in consider- 
ing those words — so spontaneously given at his last 
press conference and so typical — in which he discussed 
his own response to administrative discouragement and 
his own unflagging faith and optimism. 

“However dark it looks now, I think that — 

'Westward, look , the land is bright' 

L And I think by next summer it may be.” 


